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Grande Prairie Public School District to open three new schools  

in September 2016 

 

GRANDE PRAIRIE, AB – In September 2016, the Grande Prairie Public School District will 

celebrate the opening of three new schools including Parkside Montessori, Isabel Campbell 

Public School and Riverstone Public School.  

 

Parkside Montessori  

The first of its kind in Grande Prairie, Parkside Montessori will be Grande Prairie’s only 

dedicated Montessori school to serve students from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade Six. Parkside 

will provide child-directed, individualized, hands-on learning within a Montessori prepared 

environment. 

 

“As an educator, a leader and a resident in the Grande Prairie community, I understand the 

importance of setting high expectations, engaging students in academic learning and creating 

opportunities for character development,” said Corrine Shmyruk, principal of Parkside 

Montessori. “I am confident that Parkside Montessori, being the first of its kind in Grande Prairie, 

will set a foundation that allows our students to truly embrace the Montessori philosophy.” 

 

Isabel Campbell Public School 

Isabel Campbell Public School will serve Kindergarten to Grade Eight students from the 

Pinnacle Ridge/Westpointe and O’Brien Lake neighbourhoods. The GPPSD administration are 

currently exploring providing before and after school care for Isabel Campbell Public School.  

 

“I hope that from the first day that we open the doors, the Isabel Campbell students and families 

feel as if they have been welcomed into their new home,” said Nancy Gorgichuk, principal of 

Isabel Campbell Public School. “I cannot wait to embrace the move with many of my current 

students and provide them with the building blocks they need in preparing to become the future 

of tomorrow.”   

 

Riverstone Public School 

Riverstone Public School will open its doors to 900 students from Kindergarten to Grade Eight. 

The boundary will consist of the neighbourhoods of Riverstone, Summerside, Countryside North 

& South, Signature Falls, Cobblestone and Creekside. Riverstone will provide before and after 

school YMCA care and an early learning program for children ages three to four.   
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“I am very excited to build a new community that will find innovative ways to engage with 

students and meet their individualized needs through our amazing facility that features natural 

light and great, flexible learning spaces,” said Jill Burgess, principal of Riverstone Public School. 

“I am looking forward to working with our staff, students and parents to build an exciting and 

engaging learning environment at Riverstone Public School.”  

 

Registration is open to all new kindergarten students on Thursday March 17, 2016 and the 

details are as follows:    

 Parkside Montessori School: Parent information night will be from 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 

p.m. and registration for new families will take place from 7:15 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the 

Parkside school gym. After March 17, students can be registered at Swanavon School 

(8908 100 Street).  

 Isabel Campbell Public School: Beginning March 17, registration can be completed at 

Derek Taylor Public School (7321 104A Street).  

 Riverstone Public School: Registration for students can be completed at Aspen Grove 

School (9720 63 Avenue).   

For more information on registration and boundaries, please contact your school administration, 

visit www.gppsd.ab.ca or call 780-532-4491.  

 

About Parkside Montessori: Parkside Montessori is the first of its kind 

Montessori school in the city of Grande Prairie dedicated to offer Pre-K to 

Grade Six programming. Born and raised in Fairview, Corrine Shmyruk has 

worked with the Grande Prairie Public School District for over 14 years. Her 

roles have ranged from being a classroom teacher, a teacher librarian and a 

counsellor at Derek Taylor Public School and vice principal for I.V. Macklin 

Public School. Currently, Shmyruk is the vice principal and learning support 

teacher at Hillside Community School and is also completing a diploma program at the North 

American Montessori Center. Shmyruk believes that Parkside Montessori will provide many 

opportunities for students, parents and teachers to be involved in creating an engaging, 

inclusive, collaborative and a safe school culture.   

 

About Isabel Campbell Public School: Isabel Campbell Public School 

located in the South-West area of the city in the Pinnacle Ridge development 

will hold 750 students and serve Kindergarten to Grade Eight students. This 

year marks the 25th anniversary of Nancy Gorgichuk’s career with the Grande 

Prairie Public School District. Her career has included teaching at Crystal 

Park, Hillside and Avondale and having administration roles within Avondale, 

Aspen Grove, The Bridge Network and Derek Taylor Public School. Nancy 

Gorgichuk is the current principal at Derek Taylor Public School and she will take what she’s 

built at Derek Taylor and create an innovative, inclusive, engaging and safe learning 

environment at Isabel Campbell.    

http://www.gppsd.ab.ca/
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About Riverstone Public School: Riverstone Public School, located in the 

city’s Southeast side Riverstone neighbourhood, is expected to serve 900 

students ranging from Kindergarten to Grade Eight. Jill Burgess’s career with 

the Grande Prairie Public School District has spanned over 12 years. Burgess 

taught at Grande Prairie Composite High School and Montrose Junior High 

School for more than seven years before moving on to an administration role 

at Aspen Grove School. Burgess is currently the vice principal at Alexander 

Forbes The Academy School and is excited to provide student engagement and collaborative 

learning opportunities in the new facilities at Riverstone Public School.  

 

About Grande Prairie Public School District: The Grande Prairie Public School District is a 

learning community in the city of Grande Prairie responsible for the education of over 8,200 

students. The Grande Prairie Public School District is proud to provide a variety of Preschool, 

French Immersion, Montessori, Christian Education, sports-focused and International 

Baccalaureate programs catered to the students and parents of the Grande Prairie community. 

Growing from 15 schools to 18 schools in September 2017, the District serves students from 

preschool through Grade 12 and believes in creating a nurturing environment where “Every 

Student Succeeds.” For more information, please visit www.gppsd.ab.ca and follow 

@GPPSD2357 on Facebook and Twitter. 
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